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Topics 

• Why complete streets? 

 

• Charlotte’s experience with 
complete streets 

 

• Integrating complete 
streets with land use 
decisions 

 

 

 

 

 



“They Are Coming” 

• Charlotte’s projected 25 year population 
growth equals: 

•Orlando (236,000) 

•Birmingham (230,000) 

•Durham (229,000) 



Incomplete Streets:  
Not What People Want 

Do you believe roads should be designed to accommodate all 
users including motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit 
users? 

82% 

16% 

2% 

Yes

No

Don't Know



The “Market” Wants Livable, 
Walkable Communities 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s the Right Thing to Do 



Goals for Charlotte and 
Our Streets 

 



What Did We Do? 



Results 

South/Woodlawn 

East Blvd Kenilworth Ave 

Raintree Ln 



System Plan: 

Transit Alignments and 
Station Locations 

The best transportation strategy is 
the right land use strategy… 

Centers, Corridors and Wedges 
(adopted 1994, Updated 2010) 



Charlotte’s Development Vision 

Centers, Corridors, and Wedges Growth Framework 
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Area Plans: Development Plan 

• Provides policy 
guidance for 

– Land Use 

– Community Design 

– Transportation 

– Infrastructure & Public 
Facilities 

– Natural Environment 

• Keys directly to 
Implementation Guide 



Street Classifications 



 
Street Cross-Sections 

 



1.  Define Land

Use Context

6.  Describe

Tradeoffs

and Select

Cross-Section

2.  Define

Transportation

Context

3.  Identify

Deficiencies

4.  Describe

Future Objectives

5.  Define

Street Type

and Initial

Cross-Section
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The Six-Step 
Process 



Bike 
Lanes 

New Streets 

Pedestrian 
Crossings 

Transportation Policies in Plans 



T-1 through T-4 : Importance of Connectivity 

• Travel choices and route options 

• Shorter trip distances 

• Reduces need to widen intersections and thoroughfares 

• Connected streets make it easier to walk, cycle and use 
transit 

Policy Examples 



Preferred and Maximum 
Block Lengths 



Improve Accessibility 

• Provide pedestrian, bicycle 
and vehicular connections to 
light rail stations 

Promote Economic 
Development 

• Provide infrastructure to 
support and encourage 
transit supportive 
development 

NECI Goals 



Get People to the Stations 

 

 

Build Neighborhoods 
Around the Stations 

NECI Goals 



Before 

After 
South Corridor  

Infrastructure Program 
(SCIP) 





Lynx Light Rail line 

South Blvd 



What Kind of Streets Are We  
Working With in This Area? 







 
Light Rail 

South Blvd 

street front retail 

big box retail 

office 
condos 

townhomes 



before after 

after after 





 



Selwyn Avenue Road Diet 
Selwyn Avenue Road Diet 













Work in Progress 





QUESTIONS? 

Kathy Cornett 
kcornett@charlottenc.gov  

Tracy Newsome 
tnewsome@charlottenc.gov  
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